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Office Memorandum • 


Director, FBI (116-2713)" 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 


5/j6/55 


. (! 

JZ g\uj £ f (J TeLl/d**} 


F10M : \^ C * SaXi ' Franc±sco (116-4183) , . 

SUBJECT: EDWARD TELLER - , _ J , _ 

sm A -” c E °fi Id fi TO* J dl : r rohc 'h Sd\uj^rd TLl/et 

o Y hcrj> For /ty -ro/v/c £yicM^ 

Enclosed! herewith are six copies of the report of SA \ 

KEITH G. TEETER dated 5/6/55 at San Francisco reflecting the \ 

results of interview with subject as directed by Bulet of 4/14/55* \ 

An extra copy of th is report has been enclosed' in the. ev;ent dls- b* 

semination to | U s desired. . 1 j 


r 1 \jr — - | wwr r f r , j ^ — 

Enclosed! herewith are six copies of the report of SA 
KEITH G. TEETER dated 5/6/55 at San Francisco reflecting the 
results of interview with subject as directed by Bulet of 4/14/55 
An extra copy of hh is report has been enclosed' in the. ev;ent dis- 
semination to I lis desired, . I 


Dr. TELLER was' courteous and cordial upon interview. 

He expressed his desire to cooperate with the Bureau in piy manner 
possible and indicated an understanding of the Bureau's responsi- 
bilities in the field of internal security* j 


! 


TELLER was advised that his interview along thf lines 
reported was not to be construed as casting 'any suspicion upon his \ • < 
activities but that the FBI desired to be certain that he would have v '- 
an opportunity to report any attempts to obtain classified informa-, 
tion from him, to point out the possibility that he might be approached^) 
and to request his 'Cooperation in reporting any approach j immediately, q 
In response TELLER j stated that a person in. hia. position should ^ 

certainly be under suspicion. at all. times; could not be too care- S : 

fully scrutinized, and that he personally would not be offended by >« 

such suspicion and 'scrutiny since it might protect him from making o 

a mistake inadvertently. rl 0 

! ' 1 -0 1 

TELLER said that the protection of classified informa- Q 

tion had been a source of constant concern* to him and that he had g 

attempted to scrupulously comply with all regulations conlcerning g 

•the handling of such information.' . J g 


When requested ■fhat r,f lie for contaots that might ’ 

be considered as an approach fdr (classified information, TELLER 
asked how he could {detect sudhDtfrlHeipp^pach. He was* advised in 
general terms of the possibility that, his scientific, social, or ** 
civic contacts might incoi^brlte^dlf kjfo#npt to determine his attitude 
towards cooperation .with the ‘'Soviets or the Satellites, particularly 
with Hungary since [he is from that country! It was pointed out that 
the form of such an approach would.be almost impossible to predict 


since 'the possibilities are so numerous. 


AIRMAIL REGISTERED 


■ko?:i&bY 2 3 W& &£C3ai,£S - a 

,1 cc SF 100-25660-1 


.es are so numerous. ^ , , jjv' 

s iU.-**-***' * r ' < * 

6T-65fy3A-&- 3(1 

. vti - " — ^ *. jVL 


ia MAY 9 1955 
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To: Director, FBI (116-2713) 

From: SAC, SF (116-4183) 

Re: • EDWARD TELLER; AEA-E, SM-C 

% * 

• » 

« 

t % 

TELLER mentioned such things as invitations to scientific 
conferences, requests for reprints of his published articles, |'and 
his acquaintance with scientists of Hungarian origin in the United 
States as possible means of establishing contact with him. He 
said, however, that he had no reason to think that any of these 
activities were unusual, and none of them had aroused any suspicion. 

TELLER said that he had not been out of the United 
States except for trips to Canada and the Pacific Proving Grounds, 
since 1948 or 1949. He said he has routinely received invitations 
to attend scientific conferences and congresses in Europe but j has 
consistently declined these invitations because of the press of 
work. He asked what the FBI f s recommendation- would be with regard 
to travel to Europe in the event he decided to attend any function 
there. He was advised that this Bureau has no jurisdiction oier 
the movements of any person into or out of this country. His j 
attention was called to the fact that the Atomic Energy Commission 
requires certain administrative procedures of "Q"-cleared personnel 
prior to foreign travel but that the FBI has nothing to do with 
these procedures. 

% 

v It was specifically pointed out to TELLER that he should 
.not construe our request for his cooperation in such a way as Jto 
curtail his activities along any line or to interfere with his work 
in any manner. He was further advised that it, was not desired that 
he attempt to develop any information concerning situations which 
might be of interest to the FBI. He was requested to merely bring 
these situations to pur attention as he becomes aware of them in the 
course of his normal? activities. 

At one point In the interview TELLER was asked what action 
he would take if someone asked him. for classified information. He 
said he would tell the individual to "go to hell" and would report 
the incident immediately. After further conversation, TELLER Istated 
that upon further reflection, perhaps.it would be better if he were 
noncommittal under such circumstances so that the way might be left 
clear for the Bureau to properly evaluate and possibly take advantage 
of the approach after it was reported. TELLER said he wished jto 
thank-the— i-nter-v-iewi-ng-agent-for— pointing-this-out. — He-said-he had 
thought about what he would do under these circumstances and had 
previously decided that a quick and absolute refusal to cooperate 
would be the best thing to do. He said he could now see and 
understand the desirability of remaining noncommittal, a course of 
action which had never occurred to him. 


- 2 - 




To: . 
From: 
Re: 


Director, FBI (116-2713) 
SAC, SF (116-4183) 

EDWARD TELLER; AEA-E, SM-C 


It is noted that in the interview TELLER advised that 
he had supplied information to ARTHUR ROLANDER, Deputy Director, 
Security Division, AEC, Washington, D.C., which he was hesitant 
to furnish interviewing agent. This situation was fully reported 
m my tel of 5/2/55'* and is not being repeated- herein. 

? As a result of the interview of TELLER, it is felt that 

he has a genuine desire to assist the Bureau in any way he can, and 
it is believed that' he now has a better understanding of the mdnner 
in which *such assistance can best be rendered. ' 
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FcDESflt BUREAU OF IfJVESTiGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT GF. JUSTICE 

COMMONS SECTION 

MAY 2-1955 

TELETYPE 
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Mr. ToIooe 
M r. Boax&ttS*— ! 
Mr. Niefools- 
f Mr. — • 

Mr- 

Mr. ?•' 'i?/ : — ' 
Mr. 

Mr. Kc'j/ W 
Mr. Tr/o>— 

Mr. :<> - 
M-r. VVijit^rrom- 

Hoorn — 

j ME Holloman-— 

' " 



5-2-55 4-56 PM PDST 


FBI, SAN FRANCISCO 

T-Jt 

$ W€f / - « /- /; t ■>'_*.• I <*■ JS* / <’ / 

X 




/ /Jf*: / r 4 v •; / (> /? 



-V 
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EDWABDTTELLER, AEAE, SM-C. BUFILE ONE SIXTEEN DASH TWO SEVEN ONE THREE. 

REBUILT JtPRIL FOURTEEN LAST. TELLER INTERVIEWED MAY TWO, FIFTYFIVE, BY 

SA KEITH G. TEETER. ADVISED NO SITUATIONS WHICH HE RECOGNIZED OR 

SUSPECTED AS DIRECT OR INDIRECT APPROACHES FOR CLASSIFIED INFORMATION. 

ADVISED HE WOULD BE ALERT FOR SUCH APPROACHES AND WOULD REPORT THEM j 

IMMEDIATELY. HE ASKED HOW HE COULD DETECT AN APPROACH. WAS ADVISED IlA\ 

— » . 

GENERAL TERMS -OF THE POSSIBILITY THAT HIS SCIENTIFIC, SOCIAL, OR CIVIC Vv 

cv 

CONTACTS MIGHT INCORPORATE' AN ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD ^ 

COOPERATION WITH SOVIET OR SATELLITES, PARTICULARLY WITH HUNGARY, / 

/ \ 

SINCE HE IS FROM THAT COUNTRY. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE FORM OF AN g;j| 
APPROACH WOULD BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT. TELLER MENTIONED | 

INVITATIONS TO SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES, REQUEST FOR REPRINT OF ARTICLES,^ 
AND ACQUAINTANCE WITH SCIENTISTS OF HUNGARIAN ORIGIN IN U. S. A*- § 


POSSIBLE COVERS FOR ESTABLISHING 


jgQTl ^S/UD HE HAD NO REASON _T O g 

^ ^ ■—-«***' O 


/ 


QUESTION ANY PARTICULAR INVITATIONS. REQUEjts. ZOR ACQUAINTAN CES, 

dp ->'Xpi~i2gi * < 

TELLER MENTIONED THAT RE^ML^E HAD GIVEN ARpij^^§A^§§R, j DEPUTY 




rS DIRECTOR, SECURI 

^ e M, *p^jyN )^E 

J 1 i > v „ 

fc ' J "y ■> Wj 

w ii iir i iws ^B hl r - f 

Hr™ IHoaea 



VISION, AEC, WASH., SOME JUffiQRMA TI Qjygj C H MIGHT 
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.. / /ya/S'e'i 1 /’ <*• »' 

* ' - v - - * « ^ 1 J ■ . 
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PAGE TWO 

POSSIBLY HAVE SOME BEARING ON THE MATTER UNDER DISCUSSION, BUT PROBABLY 
WOULD NOT. HE SAID THAT FOR PERSONAL REASONS, HE WISHED KNOWLEDGE OF 
THIS SITUATION TO BE LIMITED TO AS FEW PERSONS AS POSSIBLE, AND WOULD 
PREFER NOT TO DISCUSS IT AT ALL. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WISHED TO - 
COOPERATE FULLY AND WOULD DIVULGE THE INFORMATION IF ROLANDER APPROVED. 
HE THEN ASKED IF THE AGENT WOULD OBJECT TO HIS CALLING ROLANDER IN 
WASHINGTON. THE AGENT ADVISED HE HAD NO OBJECTION AND TOLD TELLER HE 
SHOULD DO AS HE THOUGHT RIGHT. TELLER THEN MADE THE CALL AND GAVE 
ROLANDER AGENT-S NAME AND IDENTIFIED HIM AS QUOTE A REPRESENTATIVE OF 
ANOTHER AGENCY 'END QUOTE. HE THEN TOLD ROLANDER HE FELT INFORMATION HE 
HAD GIVEN MIGHT POSSIBLY BE OF INTEREST TO AGENT BUT WAS HESITANT TO 
RELEASE IT IN VIEW OF CONCERN OVER DISSEMINATION. TELLER DID NOT ADVISE 
ROLANDER OF NATURE OF INTERVIEW AND NOTED SPECIFICALLY THAT AGENT HAD 
NOT ASKED ABOUT OR INDICATED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER THEY HAD DIS- 
CUSSED. ROLANDER ASKED TELLER IF AGENT REPRESENTED A QUOTE FOREIGN OR 
DOMESTIC END QUOTE AGENCY, TO WHICH TELLER ANSWERED, QUOTE DOMESTIC END 
QUOTE. ROLANDER THEN TOLD TELLER THAT DISSEMINATION TO OTHER GOVERNMENT 


END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 


AGENCIES IN THE MATTER THEY DISCUSSED W AS BEING HANDLED BY HIM. IN VIEW 
OF THIS INFORMATION, TELLER ADVISED THAT HE PREFERRED NOT TO DISCUSS THE 
MATTER WITH AGENT SINCE ROLANDER WOULD FURNISH FBI WITH INFORMATION OF 
INTEREST. TELLER SAID HE COULD SEE NO OBJECTION TO A CONTACT WITH 
ROLANDER BY THE BUREAU IN WASHINGTON SINCE THE LATTER IS AWARE OF OUR 
INTEREST. TELLER SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED THAT RESULTS OF HIS CONVER- 
SATION WITH AGENT BE BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF ROLANDER PERSONALLY AT 
EARLY DATE. AFTER PHONE CALL, TELLER VOLUNTEERED THAT HE SUSPECTS, BUT 
IS NOT SURE, THAT PRESSURE OF SOME KIND HAS BEEN PUT ON A RELATIVE OF 
HIS IN HUNGARY. HE DID NOT CLARIFY AS TO DATE, IDENTITY OF RELATIVE, 

OR REASON FOR PRESSURE AND WAS NOT URGED TO SAY MORE. HE DID SAY THAT 
THIS SITUATION HAD NOT INVOLVED HIM AND HAD NO ESPIONAGE RAMIFICATIONS 
TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. HIS RELUCTANCE TO DISCUSS BASED UPON FEAR THAT 
HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT MIGHT LEARN THAT HE SUSPECTS PRESSURE ON RELATIVE. 
ABOVE FOR INFO OF BUREAU WITH SUGGESTION ROLANDER BE' CONTACTED THROUGH 
LIAISON, THAT OUR INTERESTS BE EXPLAINED, AND FOR CLARIFICATION OF 
MATTER DISCUSSED BY TELLER WITH HIM. REPORT FOLLOWS. 

WHHELAN 

END AND ACK PLS 
8-OSPM OK FBI WA BLW 
TU DISC 


FD<=36 


•if 


4 H 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
A I R T E L 


O CD 


NY 3/17/55 

Transmit the following Teles^YP® message to: 

/\ 

UNSUBS, ALLS 3-L‘D~TLAif TO APPROACH EDUARD TELL]] 
AND OTHERS FOR ATON tlC '- lj lNE RGY ' Xx DFOI^MTION]' ESP- HU V 



Hr. Tohoa 

Ifr. P^rCn ~\ 
i Hr. NicTiaSss- 
jj&r. Bateur?*’ 

Mr. Hferfoo 

Mr. Mohr. 

Mr. Parsons. 
Mr. Bcsea — 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. SLoo — 


Mr. Wiaterro'wd- 

;JfeIe. Room 

-Mr. Holtarsi — - 

Miss Gamd® 


Rebutel 5/13/55 and bulet to San Francisco, 5/9/53 ♦. 
EDUARD TELLER did not contact NYO to date. For 


info 


KELLY 



^^Bureau 
1-San Francisco 




rxunJnnd BUREAU OF INVESTIGA-i- 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


AIRTEL 

Transmit the following //lVt^//message to: 


FBI, SAN FRANCISCO (65-New) 
/^RECTOR, FBI 


5/20/55 


«r*> 

UNKNOITN SUBJECTS; Alleged~ PXan to 
Approach SUTARD TELLER and Others 
for Atomic Energy Information 
ESPIONAGE - HU 



ReBulet 5/9/55. 


TELLER contacted through secretary on 5/20/55 for interview. 

Advised TELLER just back from trip East; under heavy schedule; needs 
rest and departing Berkeley again on 5/22/55 to be absent until 5/29/55 
on Standard Oil consultancy trip to Texas » and Louisiana. TELLER requested 
interview be deferred until later, if at all possible. In deference to 
his desires, interview not pressed and appointment made for 5/31/55* 

/ 

Report of interview will be submitted by 6/6/55. 


7JHELAN 


AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 

KGT/elt 

( 6 ) 

1 cc: New York (info) (All REG) 

1 cc: Washington Field (Info) (AH REG) 



Mr. B elmont 


RECOKDED - g 


COPIES DCSTL.OYCT) 
a 4 14 DEL 9 I960 






ApprqyedjJt 





Special Agent in Charge 




E7 MAY 23 1955 


h 

iS 




f\ yA p 




<C-:U . 

Sent " V 


M 



Per 


1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following to: 
FBI, SAl/FRANCISCO (65-50S9) 

DIRECTOR, FBI ( 65 - 63432 ) 


UNSUBS; ALLEGED PLAN TO 
APPROACH EDWARD TELLER AND OTHERS 
FOR ATOI-1TC ENERGY INFORMATION 
"ESPIONAGE - HU 



6/1/55 


AIR-TEL 


FD-36 


i Tolnoa. 


rlr. Boarflaa m, 

Mr. Nidioir^ 

Mr. Br!flifcia2? 

Mr. H 1 


Mr. V hr 

Mr. P r.-orra 

Mr. I.',-: »n 

•r. 


.■ ■. n •> 

'. * ‘*4 rov'd 

* t ,im 

51' Mof/ian 

^ % *• f « iN| ij y 




Remyair-tel 5/20/55* 

TELLER contacted at 4:30 p.m., 5/3l/55> in accordance 
with previous appointment. Interview terminated by TELLER at 
5:00 p.m. because of pressing social engagement. TELLER said 
he was extremely busy and could not see Agent again before 5:00 
p.m. on 6/2/55 at his office at the Livermore Site of the Radi- 
ation Laboratory. Could not say how much time would be avail- 
able for interview at that time. TELLER not antagonistic; ex- 
pressed willingness to cooperate and apologetic for discontinuing 
interview and for being unavailable because of work load. 

Attempt will be made to conclude interview on 6/2/55 
and report will be submitted as soon as possible thereafter. 


REGISTERED WHELAN 

KGT:mjw 

(4) 



STANEATO FORM NO. 64 



OVERNMENT 


TO 


Director, FBI (65-63^32) 


DATE: 6 / 3 /$$ 


V'V h FEOM : 

U 

SUBJECT: 


SAC, Hew York 

SUBJECTS } t P) 

Alleged* iPlan to Approach Edwara>Teller 
and Others for Atonic Energy Information; 
£sraosffiG£^mr~ 


; 


ReBulet to San Francisco, 5/9/55 , and report of 
✓ SA ELHER H. ROTH, at New York, dated 6/3/55 , 6 copies 

/ of which are attached. 

As pointed out in referenced Bureau letter, the 
potential in this case lies in any possible future approach 
to Dr. EDWARD TELLER. 

Since the New York Office is not aware of any 
derogatory information concerning Dr. BELA BEREND, it was 
not deemed advisable at this time to carry the investigation 
regarding Dr. BEHIND beyond that set forth in referenced 
report . 


Ends. (6) 

RM 0/ 

2 - SAN FRANCISCO (RAH) (info.) 

2 - WASHINGTON FIELD (Xnfo.)(lg£ 



EUR: AS 


(/ 




hi - . ~f 



I 

\ r 


k 




4-3 

(12-2-54) 


% 


« 



/) Tolson 
\ f y/ JBoardman 
^/Nichols 
r j Belmont 
/ C J^^arbo _ 

* Mohr 

Parsons . 

Rosen 

Tamm 


*6 





DECODE OF CODED CABLE NUMBER 712 DATED JUNE 14, 

PARIS FRANCE. RECEIVED VIA THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT? ALLEGED PLAN§ TO APPROACH EDWARD TELLER AND 
OTHERS FOR ATOMIC ENERGY INFORMATION. ESPIONAGE - HU. 
REFERERNCE BUREAU LETTER TO LOS ANGELES JUNE 8 LAST. VON 
KARMAN PRESENTLY IN OTTAWA, CANADA. W(LL PROCEED TO PASADENA, 
CALIFORNIA, WHERE PROBABLY CAN BE REACHED AT UNIVERSITY THERE. 
RETURNS TO PARIS IN SEPTEMBER. RUC. / 


Sizoo 

Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

Holloman 

Gandy 


4 . 


/ROLLAND 0. L’ALLIER 


RECEIVED: 


‘ 6-14-55 


3:41 PM 


DR 




RECORDED - 54 




If the Intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 



ffiUDMl D- FORM NO. 64 


Office TS/Lewi t duM • united government 



it , r 

/ H | SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (60-*63l+3 2) 

SAC, New York (60-16953) 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; ALLEGED PLAN TO 
APPROACH EDWARD TELLER AND OTHERS 
FOR ATOMIC ENERGY INFORMATION; 
ESPIONAGE - HU 


DATE: 7/1/55 


Rerep SA KEITH G. TEETER, San Francisco, 6/9/05, and report 
of SA ELMER M. ROTH, NYC, 6/3/00. 

The information requested of the NYO in San Francisco rerep 
concerning DR. BELA BSREND has been set forth in NY rerep. 


San Francisco rerep also requested the NYO to attempt to 
identify F.G.NHALPHEN of NYC, an uncle of FREDERICS HOFFMANN. It 
is noted that DE HOFFMANN is reported to be a lifelong friend and 
fellow scientist of DR. EDWARD TELLER, and that HALPHEN acted as 
intermediary in a contact between DR. TELLER and DR. BELA BEREND . 


NY files reflect that the above mentioned F.G. HALPHEN appears 
to be identical with subject of investigation entitled ’'FRANCIS GEORGE 
\hALFHEN; Special Inquiry - State Department, Public Law 1+02 -80th 
Congress (VOA)," Bufile 123-0121. The basis of the identification is 
the fact that in his application for employment with the VOA, dated 
3/18/00, among relatives listed by HALPHEN appeared the name of his 
nephew, FREDERIC DE HOFFMANN, P.O.B. 628, Los Alamos, N.M. 


As a matter of information for San Francisco, the report of 
SA GEORGE F. BERGERON, NYC, 6/13/00, reflected that according to INS 
records, NYC, HALPHEN was bom March 22, 1900, at Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
and became a naturalized U.S. citizen on 1/21/1+6 in the Southern District 
of NY under certificate number 6081+708. His employments by the U.S. 

State Department, 191+7-191+8, by RSETHOF FISCHMANN GORP. October 191+0 to 
November 19 1+9,- and NY College of Music, from 10/3/1+9 to June 1900, were 
verified. Neighborhood investigation at 1+9 W. 7l+th St., NYC, was favor- 
able. HALPHEN Mjis highly recommended regarding his character, reputation, 
and loyalty by references, neighbors, associates, employers and fellow 
employees. No Credit or criminal records were found at NYC. 


For the.-Iurther information of San Francisco, there are enclosed 
herewith copies of reports of SA JOHN K. FRIEMAN, NYC, dated 3/21+/00 and 
0/23/00, respectively, in case entitled "FRANC I^HALPHEN , waj IS-CZ" 

(Bufile 100-3603 0), pertaining to the same individual as previously discussed. 

It is noted that no derogatory information concerning HALPHEN appears in . 

any of the reports mentioned. RUC 5 9 ./ L/ j 

2 CC San Francisco (60-0089) En.cs. 2- AM REG. 
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Office^ Memorandum 


i 

\ > 


r 


TO 


\ 


t DIRECTOR, FBI { 65-63^32 ) 

FROM^^sj^ 5AH FRANCISCO (^f-508?) 

SUBJECT] UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; . 

Alleg ed.. Pla n _to ^ Approach EdwajqTel ler- 
and ..Cithers If or .At onic Energy Information; 
ESPIONAGE - HU , ^ n 


I 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


‘ ‘DATE: 
* 

S' 


July 7, 1955 





Itemylet of June 9, 1955 and report of SA KEITH G . 
TEETER dated June 9, 1955 , at San Francisco. 

y On the - ijaai£ - jil_£aaiilia_i£_investigation‘ reflected 

y report of saI I dated June 6, 1955 » at 

foshington, D.C., and report of SA ELNEF. M. ROTH, dated June 3* 
. 1?55» at Nei; York, tb8 following ‘conclusions nay be drawn 
concerning Dr. BEL^^EREND and his contact with EDWARD TELLER. 

. I . 

« * • f 

(1) There'.'is no evidence that BEREKD, or his, 
relatives in this cbuntry, are, or havo been, in sympathy , 
with Communism or with the Communist Government of Hungary'. 

' x 

(2) | There is no. indication that BEREND is working 
or has worked- for Hungarian’ Intelligence. 

I *■ 

(3) | It is iiiprobabl? th^t HEHESID is an imposter , 
who has assumed the identity of BEREND, since EKREND has 

in this country a daughter, a sister, ar.d a brother-in-law, 
who would not likely be deceived by an assumed. identity. ■ 

\ ' ’ 

(li)j ‘It is probably true that BEPJSND’ s' claim 
that he met TELLER in Copenhagen in 193U is valid since 
TELLER has reported comments by BEHEND which indicated an 
intimate knowledge of that occasion. 

(5). It appears on tfte basis of available inf or- 1 
nation that BEREND* s contact -with TELLER was for the purpose 
claimed by BEHEND -’and to, date .there is no evidence that this- 
. contact aj^r espionage significance. 

rec isters^*^ IP ~ 
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I - New York (65-16953) (REG) (Info) 

1 - Washington Held (65-7151 (REG) (Info) 
1 - Los Angeles (REG) (Info) 
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TO: DIRECTCR,..FEI (65-63^32) 

FISK: SAC, SF (65-5069) 

EE: UNSUBS, ADiLegad Planito Approach 

EDWARD TELLER and Others for Atomic Energy Info. 



It is reconraended that the Bureau authorize’ the 
interview, of BEREND at New York. It is strongly suggested, 
however, that TELIER's desires and recommendations concerning • 
this interview, as set out in iry referenced letter, be given 
consideration. If this interview is authorized, it is 
suggested that TELLER' be advised and that he bo giv;en an 
opportunity to ascertain from BEREND if he has any objection 
to an interview; to convince BEREND of the desirability 
6f an interview if he should object; and to assured BEREND 
that TELLER has no objection to the interview. 

.#■ * 

This suggestion is .'being made because of TELLER'S, 
previous objections conceding a possible interview of BEREND 
and because both ’TELLER an<i BEREND have expressed consid- 
erable concern oteer the possibility that the fact that 
BEREND supplied TELLER with 1 information concerning his sister 
might become known to the Hungarian Government. . . . ■ 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (65-632*32) date: 8/10/55 


FROM : \ SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (65-5059) 

SUBJECT: ' UMKKOSN. SUBJECTS J 

Alloged-?lan To Approach Edward Teller 
and Others for Atomic Energy Information 
ESPIONAGE - HU 


__ ReBulet 7/21/55 which denied permission to interview Dr. BELA 

TBBREND and which noted that the potential in this case lies in any 
possible future approach to TELLER. 


The Bureau instructed San Francisco to maintain close contact with 
TELLER so that h© will immediately report any such approach. 

It is the opinion of this office that TELLER thoroughly understands 
what is desired of hin in the event of a futufe espionage approach from 
any source. It is presumed that THEODORE^SfuN KARHAN, who was interviewed 
by the Los Angeles Office, also understands what action he should take 
under similar circumstances* 

A file review reflects that there are no outstanding leads in this 
cas© and since the interview of Dr* BEREND is not desired by the Bureau, 
this case is being closed* 

- ' 

REGISTERED l» 7 ' X 

KGT/ldb 

( 2 *) 

cc: 1 - Los Angeles (Info) (REG) 

/ 



Hovom bor 1, 1955 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

MR. BOARPMAN 
C' MR. BELMONT 


L t 


MR. NICHOLS 


T^o. 

Kolyma 

Karfcob 

Betmoc 

H»t« 

Mot* _ . 

P»rsooa 

Rosen 

Tamil _ 

Sizoo 

Cwetmad 
Tel.. Rooca _ 

Hotlavaa 

GauxJy 


Fr»» * lcttt? which 1 Mv« r*c«lv*4 from RAC Auerbach, 
of Seattle, 1 am, goofing the following a* the r«auif of a coavertatlw 
which Mr. Auerbach kad with Stmtor Hoary M. Jackson, of tin 
Stale of Washington: 

U 1 might note, also, that 1m tibia same capacity ho has bad 
a long series of regolar talks with physicist Pr« Teller, who you 
will remember was Oppeaheianer's biggest ofpsaeit. Teller is of 
the opiates, says Jacks**, that tho Governmsat Is going overboard 
(a It* handling of the security regulations on atomic energy* He 
feels that Ike data wi'rs Uylag^sTprolcci ky rules and regulations 
Is 'ABC' stuff which the Russians have long gone by. Instead, 

Toller fools . . and Jacksoa agrees . . that the biggest weapon 
that the United States ha* Is its food sod that from a security 
point of view the Government on its vital war resources should pay 
mors attention to the control of the surplus situation and not have 
tho so-called 'farm problem and Benson* merely as a political issue. 
Jackson goes on to not* in general terms infor m a ti on he has recsived 
reflecting the under -standard feed situation of Russia and its big 
Chinese ally wherein the Russians have not been able to fulfil even 
a email percentage of their commitments. Accordingly. Jackson 
any* hs la terribly concerned as to the attacks on Benson and the 
surplus food situation here. He says he Is against the visits of 
the Russian farm group and Russian builders who recently were in 
Seattle. His question is 'Why give your successful secrets away to 
a competitor who Is going brake for lack of knowledge ef them, on 
one hand, sad yet decry the continuance of that Government on the 
other?"* | A - f ' ; /.; — 

NOT RECORDED” 

Very truly yours, m NQVAi TO 
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as 

\ 3 1S5& 


Js&a Edgar Hoover f 
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" feller ywarpedii 15 

mdiiHiK ago : thiirltKe -• United’ 
o'i~ i- -..should build'h^e-uSd^ 
’ Reiters- to prep.arehfqr 

tacistKatcould 

..ffiaf'fe'ntiiie i i-* 
piiort. •? V ’■ ; • 

1 . '^eUeb^atfc- 
er” of .ihd; hy- 
drogen... bojnhi: 
'rie^cplnmended 
eonsirdctiori of: 
d'eri^Suiid 

^mpre 

.li'Alirf nfc •'% » AV«‘f n'falr e itl i iir o wii « « 



, • « * . « < * / * v , ^ , 

|dad^.-dlvi4io^,|#i^d#^''vicd- 
Resident; jbi- ; @tefierjj| Motors. 

Hafstad .had Suggested Buildihg 
huge hospitals -and. warehouses 
hutsidft, major .eities-as rallying;: 

hpihfe lbilcivilian evacuation. 1 

- Tellbh;:agreed-. . tvith ..Haf stad’s I shelters'. • 


from one to two weeks and 
make abpvfe-^rouhd... facilities 
useless. As . ah ?alteimativ£ he 1 

s'u gge.st.ed t &v. jAdg aground 


'sionah 8ebbrdlDy^Sen;M)ehMs: 
Chavez (D r ft-,M.).. '•...' *•'. , 1 
} ' Thiels; -in a letter .'dated wd 
|24, E954, also told, a felld 
.phylcist the United^ :StatL_ 
IhOildi- Jpia'ce; ^Ough- -madlflile; 
|tqol4 power plants and ihdiiS- ' 
dries j 

tbf ight'bach.ibbm amevastaihi^ j 
fatoxhic; .attach ;. * Vs i 
Chayezrused; TeUbr^s defter ‘.to : 

. Jl .l* 1. 2lU -L * Li -itj ■ -i r*iL ~ . 
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tickler* Liaison 
^Callahan 


105-^36 


JDato 


March 1, 1956 


VIA LIAISON 


• To t Captain! | 

Diroot or or security 
At oral o Energy Commission 
a Room 926 

1717 H 3troot| S# W* 

Washington 25# D# C* 

Prom 1 John Edgar Hoover, Dlreotor 

Federal Bureau of ^Investigation 

Subject: [i S 

INTERNAL SECURITY - HU 


Reference ie made to prior inquiries cpnducted 
by this Bureau In the matter entitled "Unknown Subjects!) 
Alleged Plan to Approach Edwar dT e 1 1 0 r and others for , 
Atomlo Energy inf ormat IotT. " an d the c urrent inaulrlaa 
being- made rolatln* to! an employee 

of the| | you are familial 

with bo&a 01 iqsbo i 


■ You will recall in the I I matter that ; 

1 wtadlo sat tending "the Atomic Energy Conference in) 
ueneve, Swltaer lahd* August#. 1955 # was introduced to one i 
| _|a ’ Hungarian delegate' -who - encouraged | 

\o vjt sic Hungary. O n January 18# 1956, an Indlvid&flJL | 
named ! I arrived in ' the United’ States for 

assignment at tho Hungarian' Legation# 2 Washington# Dv C«# 
with the rank of Attache* While the question of identity 
between the two individuals of this name has not been i 


I T the i 

Hungarian delegate# 


Suals of this name has not been 
[has advised that a photograph of 
a'che* looked " very much" like the 
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¥ifl£*rrowd J)p 

Etew5 
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101! 


77-64664 (Von Neumann) 
Wlgner ' 

62-59520 (Szilard) 
100-347660 (Szentgyorgyi ) 
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SEE NOTE PAGE 4 







Letter to Captain 


Li rector of Security 
Atonic Energy Commission 


On February 1956, In connection with another 
Investigation, a confidential Informant who has furnished 
reliable information In the poat roported mooting I 

and in a 

s mission waxen ennn oc. conn uci.ua tor utiw most part in 


the Russian language 


escribed himself as a 


a dofini 


consider 


extensive. 


hni ear background, the Informant did not 
knowledge of physics particularly 






0 
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Lot tor to Captain I H 

Director or security 
Atomic Energy Commission 


f The Identities and background of Szilard, 
/Von/TJoumann, lfl6 n °i> and Teller are well known t o your 
agoncy* Professor yGombas referred to by I l may 

be Professor Payd /Combos, onee an outstanding Hungarian 
nuclear physicist who, according to our flics, visited the 
United States in 1949; /Gombao arrived in this country 
on February 22), 191)9, under the sponsorship of Professor 
/ Ssontgyorgyl/ Hew School for Social Research^ also a 
prominent Hungarian scientist and Hobel Prise winner; 

Oombas reportedly knew John yon Heumann, supra, personally. 
As of April 6,191)9# Combas was employed and residing < 
at the Karine Biological Laboratory, Woods-Holo, 
Massachusetts* Oombsa wae Interviewed by this Bureau 
while In the|1 United States, and pertinent rosults.of 
this Interview wore furnished your agency by letter on 
September 7 #1 191)9; Gamboa reportedly left the United 
States to return to Hungary on June 11, 1949* 


Our files also contain the March 16, 1950, 'J 
issue of "Magyarok Vllagssovetsoge," Hunger lan-language] 
taagaslno published in Budapest, Hungory, which magaainej 
reported the awarding of "Kossuth prises." One of tho..j 
recipients was Identified as Paul Gomba9 for accomplian* 
ments in physics* (100-09-11-103 and 105-101)72)) This 
data may relate to Payd Gombas. 

In June, 1951# Information was receivod from 
a confidential source which has provided reliable informa- 
tion in the |{ past Indicating that Payd Oombaa, then in 
Hungary, was considered a traitor by the Hungarian 
Communist riglos* (100-31)7660-50) 

Information received from another Government 
agency, classified aecrot, reflocts that as of March, 

1952, Professor Gombas was & nembor of the board of 
directors of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. I 

1 ( 109 - 12 - 21 ) 9 - 634 ) 

Inves tig ativ e reports of this Bureau concorning 

Albert Saontgyorgyi, who rs~currently in the -United 1 

States and continues his association with the Marina 
Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, Massachusetts, are 
in the possession of your agency. 

- 3 - 
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Letter to Caotaln l I 

-Director of Security 
Atomic. energy Comiasion 


Any additional info mat ion developed concerning 
l and bis Interest in Hungarian scientists. In- the I 
United States' will be furnished you* The above data j 
are furnished in confidence and no further dissemination 
of then should be made* 


thai 


1 1 

fis 

i 


Bureau. and la a potential double agent* I I 

I is a potential double agent on basis of 
tli l , _ l 

through whom j?he met I I socially ■ The four Hungarian 

scienti sts in the atomic energy field mentioned by , 
l l have §11 been prominent in this field for. many; 

years* Von Heumahn la currently one of .the Atomic - 
Energy Commissioners* Cpnterfc being furnishs'dl State 
Dept* separately. * — . ■ V 
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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNME 

/ 


TO 


MR. A. H. BELMONT 


* ✓ 

l S'" 





DATE: April 25, 1956 


EROM 


SUBJECT: 


R . R. ROACH 

EDWARD TELLER 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT 



Tolson - 



fgX-*’ / 


Boardman . 

Nichols 

Belmont __ 

Harbo 

Mohr „ 


Parsons . 

Rosen 

Tamm 




Sizoo . 


While -balking with Dr Samuef^ojMsmit,, Physics 
Department , Brookhaven National 'Latora-ffiry, on 4-25-56, he 
advised Liaison Agent Bates of the following information. 


Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

Holloman 

Gandy 


\ Jx 


Goudsmit is acquainted with Roberj^mngk,. a German 
who is a correspondent for a Swiss newspaper. Jungk resides 
on Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood , California . He has written 
a book entitled u Tomorrow is Already Here. 11 According to 
Goudsmit, the book is slightly anti-American and, states that 
scientific advancement forecast for the future is already here. 
Jungk recently told Goudsmit that Baron Carl Fr ipgrich^ 

Yon WeSKPrdGjieL^a^e rman ph ysi cist, had given Teller the idea 
fdr^the development of the hydrogen bomb • Von Weissacher 
visited in the United States at the time the Russians first 
exploded an atomic bomb. Goudsmit thought this was in 1950. 
Also at that time Von Weissacher visited with Teller . 



Goudsmit commented that he did not know if this 
information was true but that it might be of interest in the 
event the Russians attempted to make propaganda of this fact 
later. 


ACTION: 


For information. 
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1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Branigan 
1 - Mr. Todd 
1 - Liaison Section 
1 - Mr. Bates 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPART! 



T OF JUSTICE 

S' 




Mr. Tobon. 


Mr. Nichols. 
Mr. Bcnrdman. 


6/13/56 

o 


iURTEL 

Transmit the following message to: 

F3 v{ CHICAGO (63-l|08l) 

r /rector, pbi (65-63^32) 

UNSUBS; Alleged Plan to Approach EDUARD TELLER 
and Others for Atomic - * line rgyBL'nforraat ion 
ESPIONAGE - HU 
0.0. San Prancisco 

Re VJF letter dated 2/17/56, and SP 
letter dated 5/29/56. 



Hr. V. : rfroiLh 

The. K'-.iti 

Hr. It ’’ osa — ‘ 

CbC wi’ $ 


Mrs. AVISE COATES, Secretary, Quadrangle 
Club, University of Chicago, the residence of Doctor 
LEO SZILARD, on 6/13/56 advised SA AUGUST J. BAUMGARTNER 
that Doctor SZILARD left CG, Illinois, during early 
May, 1956, for an indefinite period. She advised that 
SZILARD can be contacted through A. i'T. STANEL, Latex 
International, 350 5th Avenue, New York City. 

The Bureau by letter dated May lk, _1956, 
authorized CG to interview Doctor SZILARD. in view 
of SZILARD's indefinite stay in New York City, the 
NY Division is requested to interview SZILARD as 
suggested in referenced IIP letter. 


For the information of the SP Division, 

Doctor ELIJARD TELLER was the guest speaker at the 
June 8th Session of the 2nd Annual Meeting of the 
American Nuclear Society, which was held at the' 

Palmer House Hotel in CG, June 6 through 8, 1956. 

TELLER spoke for approximately I 4.5 minutes on the subject 
of controlled thermonuclear power. 


JLIk- 


It should be noted that 


jpf the Hungarian Legation 


at | 

, Was hi 


iSr n 

l-San Prancisco (6j?^?089) (RK) ft 
1-Chicago 
AJB 2 D JVJ 

(7a 


| and 

hington, D.C., wore 

fas’" /?o j- - £/ A 

* -m y 
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Spec fa 1 Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Ai 1TBL 

Transmit the following message to: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-63^32) 6/13/56 

uNSU.BS ; Alleged Pirn to Approach EDWARD PELL R 
and others for Atomic Energy Information 
ESPIONAGE - HU 
0.0. San Francisco 


in attendance at portions of this meeting. 

- Physical surveillances were maintained on 
both individuals while in CG and it was determined — 
that I tLex't CG prior to TELLER'S speech, 

was observed in attendance during TELLER 1 s ppeecn. 

' .or 


I\To information was obtained that .either 
in contact with TELLER . 



RUC 


b6 

b7C 


HOS TETTER 


Approved : 


- 2 


Sent M 


Per. 


Special Agent in Charge 















